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PURPOSE: The 56th VFW Red Flag 08-01 CONOPS, sets forth the overall concept of operations for the exercise. This includes theater wide ROE, strategic & national/international goals, limitations to operations, and scope of military operations. 
APPLICATION: This publication applies to all 56th VFW Red Flag 08-01 participants.
SCOPE: This is an abbreviated CONOPS tailored to the Red Flag 08-01 exercise scenario. As such it is specific to the evolved scenario’s presented in this exercise.  
AUTHORS:    Matt “Thumpper” Yarbrough
DISTRIBUTION: Unlimited – This publication is unclassified and cleared for unrestricted release.
Matt “Thumpper” Yarbrough

                                                        Commander, 56th Virtual Fighter Wing
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Overview

    The scenario’s presented in Red Flag (RF) are predicated on the premise that “war” is inevitable and unavoidable. Orders to initiate combat operations within the constraints of this CONOPS and established theater ROE are iminant. This CONOPS will deal specifically with operations in that context. 

Scenario Background

    Responding to recent and increasingly heated political tensions, the Democratic People’s Republic of Syrdonia progressed from saber rattling to mobilizing there forces, putting all their armed forces on high alert and moving troop concentrations & hardware to the border with Kurekstan. Despite repeated warnings from Allied forces and concerned Allied countries, armed Syrdonian ground patrols and fighter CAP’s have increased in frequency and several alarming incursions into Kurekstan territory & airspace have occurred in the last 24 hours. Six hours ago Syrdonian MRBM’s were fired at and hit several Kurekstani cities. Civilian casualties where slight. International outrage and condemnation of Syrdonia’s hostile actions has been swift and a U.N. resolution to assist Kurekstan militarily is in the final stages of ratification. Iriand has promised to remain neutral during the crisis as long as they feel their territory and national interest are not threatened. However Intel has established that Iriand is providing C2 and AWACS capabilities to Syrdonia as well has re-supply of military hardware and equipment.
Strategic/Mission Goals

    To halt Syrdonian incursions into Kurekstani territory/airspace; defend Kurestani territory, assets & infrastructure, civilian populace & sovereignty; expel hostile Syrdonian forces from kurekstani territory. Additionally to deter further aggression on the part of Syrdonia or any sympathetic parties by degrading Syrdonian military capability in general by %50 and specifically to eliminate ballistic missile as well as chemical and biological weapons, and other theater threatening weapons delivery systems.

    To accomplish the above without violating/threatening Iriand territory/airspace & national interest, or propagating further escalation or widening of the conflict. To do so while minimizing the force used and impact to regional economies and everyday life.
    While we are striving to limit the scope of this conflict, it is possible that despite our best efforts Iriand and/or other interested parties may enter into the hostilities. In this event the Theater Of Operations (TOO)/ Area Of Responsibility (AOR) will of course be expanded. Combat plans & Ops against new enemy combatants will only be initiated after directly ordered by the Joint Force Commander (JFC). 
Operation/Theater ROE

    The current situation is extremely delicate. It is imperative that Allied forces do everything in their power to mitigate any widening of this conflict. Allied combat forces will use only the minimum force necessary, and target those enemy COG’s, armed forces, & installations required to achieve the mission/goals of the Allied nations. 
1) Use economy of force & restraint to effect strategic & tactical goals. This instruction IS NOT intended to squelch commanders, or individual, freedom of action or initiative in tactics and technique employment.

2) Combat operations are restricted to Kurekstan & Syrdonian territory/airspace. Incursions into Syrdonian territory should be limited to that needed to achieve strategic & tactical missions/goals. EXECEPTIONS: Possible attacks emanating from Iriandian territory/airspace may require pursuit into those areas. Judicial use of only the force needed and depth of penetration necessary to protect friendly forces is required in the advent of this situation. Permission from the JFC/JFACC/JGFC or their authorized representatives is required in the event  this type of action is deemed necessary.

3) Land combat forces targeting/engagement: N/A for air components participating in RF.
4) Air combat forces targeting/engagement: BVR - AWACS bandit/hostile declaration. If Package members are forward of your position, AWACS & Raygun Call with no or negative reply. If no reply second call before taking shot. If package members are furball with bandits, or any other circumstance leads to uncertainty in targeting, go VID ID rules. if possible contact engaged friendlies and request that they extend away from the fight before going all the way in VID. Any flight member can call VID rules. Flight lead is the only flight member that can override/revoke VID ID rules. Exception: If elements have separated and element is operating independently, then element leads can override/revoke VID ID rules. 
        WVR - Non VID targets AWACS bandit/hostile declaration. If Package members are forward of your position, AWACS & Raygun Call with no or negative reply. If no reply second call before taking shot. If package members are furball with bandits, or any other circumstance leads to uncertainty in targeting, go VID ID rules. Any flight member can call VID rules. Flight lead is the only flight member that can override/revoke VID ID rules. Exception: If elements have separated and element is operating independently, then element leads can override/revoke VID ID rules. VID targets no declare. However ensure deconfliction of ordnance flight path. In other words make sure no friendlies are in the way of your shot.
5) Targeting of strategic and tactical objectives and enemy ground and air forces will be in accordance with the Geneva Conventions, and the Law Of Armed Conflict. In all cases, and all aspects of our combat ops the Geneva Conventions, and the Law Of Armed Conflict will be strictly adhered to. 

                   

